
May 28, 2020 

 

Dear People of St Peter Lutheran Church, 

 

I hope that each of you are doing well despite the challenges we continue to face. 

We are all missing the opportunity to gather weekly to worship our good and 

faithful God and to be together in fellowship.  

 

You are likely wondering what is happening and if we will be re-opening our 

services in response to the recent relaunch by our government. We have 

reviewed the guidance document outlining the requirements for having services 

and gatherings at churches and have carefully considered the implications and 

logistics of the conditions. We have determined that adherence to the worship 

requirements poses considerable challenges and remains very restrictive as to 

the type of activities we can resume within our worship service.  

 

We believe that it is early days in terms of evaluating the impact of this first stage 

of relaunch and that the best course of action is to continue with our online 

services and sermon mail outs. We have been advised by our NALC leaders 

against doing virtual communion at this time. As much as we are all anxious to 

get back to normal, we remain concerned for the wellbeing of our congregation 

and want to ensure that we are able to participate safely in the activities that are 

so important to our worship. We are aware that other churches in our community 

are taking the same approach and are continuing with online services. We will 

continue to evaluate new directions from the government and NALC over the 

coming weeks.  

 

I would like to thank Heather Smiley for her considerable work in putting together 

our online services, to Karen Loshny for ensuring our weekly emails and 

newsletters are circulated and to Theresa Tempest for doing all the mail outs. We 

appreciate their time and talents in ensuring our worship continues in the best 

way possible. 

 

We have determined that some small gatherings can resume at the church; this 

will include the Prayer Group, Thursday night Bible studies and council meetings. 

These gatherings must be no more than 15 people and be able to maintain the 

physical distancing requirements. We ask that anyone coming to the church enter 

through the front door only and use the washrooms in the narthex to reduce the 

cleaning requirements. Hand sanitizer and Lysol wipes will be available for 

disinfecting. We will have a sign-in sheet to track who has been at the church and 

when.  

 



A different item of business we have discussed is the installation of Josh Nichols 

as our treasurer, whose nomination was approved by the congregation at our 

Annual General Meeting in February. Josh was required to complete the church 

membership process with Pastor Jonny, which he has done. We have received 

direction from our NALC leadership that as your council we can approve his 

membership on behalf of the congregation, which we have done. Plans are in the 

works for his transitioning to the role of treasurer. Please contact myself or Pastor 

Jonny by June 15 if you have any concerns. We plan to formally acknowledge 

Josh’s membership and installation, as well as the installation of all new council 

members once our normal services resume. In the meantime, we welcome Josh 

to our congregation! We thank him and all of our new council members for their 

willingness to serve our church.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or Pastor Jonny. We will all 

continue to do our best in the circumstances we are in. Take care and stay safe 

everyone.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Nancy Aspenes, 

Council President 

 

 

 

 


